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CCM Announces 119K Commission: “Serving Connecticut’s At-Risk and
Disconnected Youth”

The Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM) today announced the creation of the 119K
Commission on At-Risk and Disconnected Youth, a state-wide coalition of leaders on a mission to getting
60,000 at-risk young people back on track. The Commission will host its first meeting on Tuesday, March
26", meeting every month through October 2024. The full schedule can be found on the Commission’s
website, 119Kcommission.org.

The announcement of the 119K Commission continues the work done during CCM’s five regional forums
in the fall, held to promote awareness of the crisis affecting young people in Connecticut (ages 14 to 26)
who are at-risk or disconnected from education or employment. This initiative aspires to help develop
solutions in response to the report, “CT’s Unspoken Crisis: Getting young people back on
track.” Commissioned by Dalio Education and authored by Boston Consulting Group.

“CCM again is compelled to act. This 119K Commission will use the work done by Dalio Education and the
Boston Consulting Group, coupled with the feedback/lessons learned through our forums, as its guide to
create an actionable statewide strategy that seeks to tackle this crisis,” said Joe DeLong, CCM Executive
Director and CEO.

“This is an issue that is affecting towns big and small. I've said that the nearly 120,000 children at-risk or
disconnected should be a wake-up call for the state. The partnerships and ideas that the Commission will
seek to cultivate and flush out will help it to deliver on the promise of getting these young people back on
track.”

The Commission will have eight regional, public meetings across the state over eight months. The first six
meetings will also include a public hearing portion. Members of the public are encouraged to join
Commission members in person to submit written comments, provide oral testimony, or to simply be in
attendance. Alternatively, the Commission welcomes members of the public to submit written testimony
whether or not they plan to join the Commission in person. The public’s input will be invaluable to the
Commission as they seek to shape a statewide strategy.

Here are the 119K Commission Members:
e Josh Brown, Co-Chair, Domus
e Elinor Carbone, Co-Chair, Mayor, City of Torrington
e Andrew Ferguson, Co-Chair, Co-CEQ, Dalio Education
e Arunan Arulampalam, Mayor, City of Hartford
e Danielle Chesebrough, First Selectman, Town of Stonington


https://www.dalioeducation.org/report/
https://www.dalioeducation.org/report/

e Joseph Delong, Executive Director and CEO, CCM
e Justin Elicker, Mayor, City of New Haven

e Ben Florsheim, Mayor, City of Middletown

e Mike Freda, First Selectman, Town of North Haven
e Laura Hoydick, Mayor, Town of Stratford

e Chris Lippke, First Selectman, Town of Canterbury
e Mike Passero, Mayor, City of New London

e Caroline Simmons, Mayor, City of Stamford

e Erin Stewart, Mayor, City of New Britain

e Danielle Wong, Mayor, Town of Bloomfield

Here is a link to the landing page for the 119K Commission: 119KCommission.org.
Some of the information you will find on the website:

e Schedule of the 119K Commission Meetings - Forthcoming

e Link to Register for Each of the Public Hearings

e Link to Submit Written Testimony to the Commission

e  Statistics and Facts about the Statewide Crisis

CCM will be streaming the Commission’s meetings and public hearings live on our Facebook page, with
an event page for each. Recordings of each meeting will be embedded and saved on the Commission
website.

119K Commission Schedule

Date Region Meeting Focus

March 26 New Haven System coordination, focusing on federal,
state, and local levels and the need for
more coordination at all levels

April 30 Colchester Poverty, homelessness, and housing
insecurity

May 29 Trumbull Child welfare and justice system
involvement

June 25 Meriden Education (attendance/truancy, behavior,
alternative education, and transiency)

July 23 Hartford Education (credit attainment, special

education, CTE/pathways within high
school, and broader systemic issues).

August 27 New London Workforce (post-secondary pathways,
employment supports, and wraparound
services)

September 24 Virtual Emerging recommendations

October TBD TBD Comprehensive strategy




We anticipate meetings will start at 6:00 p.m. While these meetings are organized thematically, dialogue
will focus on cross-cutting themes across the topics (e.g., system coordination, racial equity, mental
health, trauma, and vulnerable populations) in order to maintain a whole-person perspective.

CCM is the state’s largest, nonpartisan organization of municipal leaders, representing towns and cities of
all sizes from all corners of the state, with 168 member municipalities.

We come together for one common mission — to improve everyday life for every resident of Connecticut.
We share best practices and objective research to help our local leaders govern wisely. We advocate at
the state level for issues affecting local taxpayers. And we pool our buying power to negotiate more cost-
effective services for our communities.
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